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“Christian Love” 
Class 17 

Basic Christianity 
 

Introduction: One cannot contemplate Basic Christianity without understanding the meaning of love and 
how love fits into the scheme of Christian teaching and living. 
 
Central Idea of Tonight’s Talk on Christian Love:  

1) Love is only love if it is Christian love, which comes from God who is love. 
2) Everything that God is conforms to love, even His righteousness and justice. 
3) Everything that God does is love; this is especially seen in redemption. 
4) The call of Christ to every disciple is to love God supremely and live lives of love. 

 
God Is Love – 1 John 4:8 

1) God is love – not qualified or characterized by human expressions or understanding of love. 
2) God is love – not a denial of His holiness and righteousness 
3) God is love – willingness to sacrifice as demonstrated in the incarnation 
4) God is love – His love is everlasting 
5) God is love – His love cannot be earned or bought 
6) God is love – His love expressed is found in two categories: 

(1) Love for His creation (Matthew 6) 
(2) Love for His elect people 

7) The biblical statement about God and love in 1 John 4:8 is a qualification and description of the 
nature of God Himself, not a statement on the nature of love.  See the section on 1 Corinthians 
13 for a biblical description of love* 

8) Because of the integral nature and connection of love with God and God with love, we cannot 
have one without the other: 

(1) We cannot have God without love 
(2) We cannot have love without God 

 
God So Loved – The Incarnation – John 3:16 

Everything God has done is loving, and everything God will ever do is loving.  Divine love is 
embedded in every word, thought, and action of God. 
 
1) God in love sent Jesus Christ as the Messiah, Savior, and Lord. 
2) God in love sent Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. 
3) God in love endured the pain of condescension of deity setting aside His glory. 
4) God Demonstrates His Love – The Cross – Romans 5:8 

(1) The cross shows the love of God in the imputation of sin. 
(2) The cross shows the love of God in the pain of expressed divine wrath onto Jesus. 
(3) The cross shows the love of God as Christ on the cross pays for the sins of God’s elect. 

 
Love the Lord – Matthew 22:37-38 

Loving the Lord is the essential and basic commandment that God gives in life to people.  This is 
the commandment that every sin breaks.  We do not, and we cannot, love the Lord with all our 
hearts, because in sin we love ourselves, exalt ourselves, protect ourselves, and advance 
ourselves.  But love for God (true, genuine, and real love) is the manifestation of a regenerate 
heart. 
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1) Love the Lord genuinely. 
2) Love the Lord wholeheartedly. 
3) Love the Lord as an expression of purpose in life. 
4) Love the Lord as an expression of worship. 
5) Love the Lord as an understanding of God’s worthiness. 

 
Love your Neighbor – Matthew 22:39 

Love is the royal law (James 2:8) and Christ’s new commandment (John 13:34-35).  Loving others 
is the second greatest commandment after loving the Lord with all your heart and mind.  Every 
ethical passage in the New Testament has this law underneath it, holding it up.  A good example of 
this is Ephesians 4:23-32. 

 
1) Love your neighbor – seek his good 
2) Love your neighbor – tell the truth 
3) Love your neighbor – be kind 

 
The Greatest of These is Love – 1 Corinthians 13:13 (13:4-8a)* 

The love chapter in 1 Corinthians 13 is painfully clear that nothing done, even good things, that is 
not motivated by love is truly and genuinely godly.  Love is the prime motive and compass for 
Christian living.  It is remarkable that Paul in verse 13 of the love chapter compares faith, hope, 
and love, expressing that love is superior to the other two.  This is not to denigrate faith and hope, 
but it elevates love to the primary place of exaltation out of which all Christian virtues come and 
depend.  Although the Bible never defines love, it describes love so that we can easily understand 
love.  This is found in this same chapter in verses 4-8a. 
 
1) Love is life-transformative in both giving and receiving love. 
2) Love is found in both faith and hope. 
3) Love fuels faith and hope. 
4) 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a The Description of Love 

(1) Love is patient and kind 
(2) Love is not self-centered and self-absorbed (not jealous, possessive) 
(3) Love doesn’t brag or act arrogantly 
(4) Love has good manners (Phillips paraphrase for “does not act unbecomingly”) 
(5) Love does not seek selfish advantage 
(6) Love is not easily provoked (love is not touchy) 
(7) Love does not hold grudges against others 
(8) Love does not like or rejoice over wickedness 
(9) Love rejoices in God’s truth 
(10) Love hangs in there when things get tough 
(11) Love always looks for the best 
(12) Love will not give up hope 
(13) Love endures 
(14) Love never fails 

 
Love and Saving Faith – John 13:34-35; 1 John 4:7, 10-12, 16, 19-20 
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Love (true, genuine, real, sacrificial, kind, patient, caring, and thoughtful love) comes from 
salvation, and salvation is identified with saving faith.  Thus saving faith and love go together.  
James makes this point in his Epistle.  If we have faith, then we will do good works with love. 
1) To be saved means that the person is given the ability to love. 
2) To be saved means that the person is given the command to love. 
3) To be saved means that the life we live must be qualified by love. 

 
Application and Issues 
1. Love is seen in unselfishness; selfishness is expressive of present sin. 

1) Manipulating God and people is not love. 
2) Using God and people is not love. 
3) Unselfishness is love at the center. 
4) Unselfishness is love manifest. 
5) Unselfishness: 

(1) Wants good for the one loved. 
(2) Is willing to sacrifice for the good of the one loved. 
(3) Rejoices in the good of the one loved. 
(4) Will not use the one loved to meet personal need 
(5) Unselfishness finds joy in service 

6) Selfishness: 
(1) Uses other people to get what you want 
(2) Thinks of good as what is good for self 
(3) Sees all of life through the lens of self-absorption 
(4) Finds no joy in the joy of others 

 
2. Final Thoughts 

1) Love is being redefined today 
2) Christians must be steadfast in our understanding of love and how it relates to God 
3) Christians must be faithful to hold to all aspects of what it means to love God wholeheartedly 
4) Christians must always be manifestations of divine love in human life 


