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“The Gospel: Justification” 
Course: Basic Christianity 

Class 11 
 

Scripture on Justification (How a sinner is justified before holy God) 
Galatians 2:16; 3:11 “Know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus 
Christ.  So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and 
not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified”… “Now that no one 
is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, ‘The righteous man shall live by faith.’”  
 
Romans 1:17 “For in it (the gospel) the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is 
written, ‘But the righteous man shall live by faith.’” 
 
Hebrews 10:38 “But My righteous one shall live by faith” 
 
Romans 3:24-26 “Being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ 
Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith.  This was to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins 
previously committed; for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so 
that He would be JUST and the JUSTIFIER of the one who has faith in Jesus.” 
 
Romans 5:1 “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 
 
Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:5 “Abram believed the Lord, and He counted/credited it to him as 
righteousness”… “However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the 
wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.” 
 

Quotes on Justification 
J.I. Packer (“Concise Theology”), “The doctrine of justification, the storm center of the 
Reformation was a major concern of the apostle Paul.  For him it was the heart of the gospel (Rom. 
1:17; 3:21-5:21; Gal. 2:15-2:1).”  “Justification is a judicial act of God pardoning sinners, accepting 
them as just, and so putting permanently right their previously estranged relationship with 
Himself.  This justifying sentence is God’s gift of righteousness, His bestowal of a status of 
acceptance for Jesus’ sake.”  “God’s justifying decision is the judgment of the Last Day, declaring 
where we shall spend eternity, brought forward into the present and pronounced here and now.  It 
is the last judgment that will ever be passed on our destiny; God will never go back on it; however 
much Satan may appeal against God’s verdict.  To be justified is to be eternally secure.” 
 
R.C. Sproul (“Essential Truths of the Christian Faith”), “Justification may be defined as that act 
by which unjust sinners are made right in the sight of a just and holy God…The issue of justification 
focuses on the question of merit and grace.  Justification by faith means that the works we do are 
not good enough to merit justification…Justification is forensic (as in a legal proceeding).  That is, 
we are declared, counted, or reckoned to be righteous when God imputes the righteousness of 
Christ to our account.  The necessary condition for this is faith.”   
 
John Gerstner (“Primitive Theology”), reminds us that “Martin Luther called justification the 
doctrine by which the church either stands or falls.  Calvin declared it the hinge of the 



 2 

Reformation.  The Roman Catholic church at the Council of Trent (1546-1563), where it dealt with 
the Protestant Reformation, recognized justification as the central doctrine at issue.  This doctrine 
is the core of the gospel; it is indispensable…Not only does the church stand or fall by this 
doctrine, but the individual also.”   
 
Wayne Grudem (“Systematic Theology”), “A right understanding of justification is absolutely 
crucial to the whole Christian faith…If we are to safeguard the truth of the gospel for future 
generations, we must understand the truth of justification.  Even today, a true view of justification 
is the dividing line between the biblical gospel of salvation by faith alone and all false gospels of 
salvation based on good works.”  Grudem defines justification as, “Justification is an 
instantaneous legal act of God in which He (1) thinks of our sins as forgiven and Christ’s 
righteousness as belonging to us, and (2) declares us to be righteous in His sight.” 

 
What is Justification and how does Justification fit into the gospel? 

1. Justification must be seen as, 
1) A change in legal status before holy God on behalf of the believer, one who believes on Christ, 
2) In view of the atoning work of Christ applied on behalf of the believer, 
3) Which forgives the sinner of all sin, 
4) Which justifies the sinner in the eyes of God, 
5) Which imputes to the sinner the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ, 
6) And which becomes the foundation upon which all other gospel promises rest. 

 
2. Justification is at the center of the gospel because, 

1) Without justification by faith alone, then the legal status must rest upon works of the law. 
2) Without justification by faith alone, the sinner stands before God condemned. 
3) With justification by faith alone, the believer possesses all the rich gifts of saving grace. 

 
Justification and the atonement of Christ on the cross 

1. The cross as an atoning instrument 
1) Sacrificial atonement for sin 
2) Full atonement for sin 
3) Free atonement for sin 
4) Saving atonement for sin 

 
2. The cross as a saving instrument 

1) Payment for sins in full 
2) Full and free forgiveness 
3) No condemnation before the Law 
4) No fear of divine judgment 
5) Delivered from the dominion of darkness 
6) Prepared for heaven 

 
Justification and reconciliation with God 

1. The believer trusts in Christ and atonement for sin at the cross bringing reconciliation with God. 
2. Reconciliation with God is the basis of the believer’s relationship with God. 
3. Reconciliation with God is the basis for reconciliation with people. 
4. Reconciliation with God is the basis for reconciliation with self. 
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Justification and the wrath of God/judgment 
1. On the basis of the atonement of Christ and the declared justification, there is no condemnation. 
2. No condemnation means no fear of judgment. 
3. No condemnation means that the fear of death is conquered. 
4. No condemnation means that heaven is secured. 

 
Justification and adoption into God’s family 

1. Justification, adoption, and belonging 
2. Justification, adoption, and status before God 
3. Justification, adoption, and joyful hope for life here and eternity 

 
Justification and assurance of salvation 

1. Assurance based on justification exalts Christ and the cross 
2. Assurance based on justification and peace in the soul 
3. Assurance based on justification 


