Class 9 “The Gospel — Saving Faith”
Flame Alive Course: Basic Christianity 2024

Tonight’s Topic and Talk

1. Basic to the course entitled, “Basic Christianity”

2. Isthe second talk in a series of talks on the gospel of Jesus Christ

3. Lastweek (first talk on the gospel) we looked at the gospel as God’s offer made to sinners in view

of Christ’s saving work for sinners.
4. Tonight we talk about the MEANS by which sinners may benefit from the good news of the gospel.
e So, tonight we are asking, “How can a sinner enter into the good news of Jesus Christ?
What means does God give to bring us in?”

An Introduction to the Concept of “Means” and Faith as Means
1. Means, as used here, involves the way by which a thing is accomplished or received; it is a means
by which a promise is availed and secured.
2. Means has an object, and means has a consequence.
1) Object of means —The thing or person that serves as the object of means is the mental and
heart focus of the means.
2) Consequence of means — The thing or result that comes from the exercise of means.
3. Faith as means:
1) Object of the means of faith — Christ and His saving work on behalf of those who look to
Him in faith becomes the object of faith.
2) Consequence of the means of faith — Every promise made by God to those who have faith in
Christ are found to be fulfilled in Christ as God determines in the gospel.

Doctrinal Implications of Saving Faith
1. Total depravity and the incapacity of humanity to save themselves
2. Salvation accomplished in Jesus Christ made as an offer to sinners:
1) Necessitates sovereign grace
i. Tounderstand
ii. To have a change of desire
iii. To exercise one’s will to respond
2) Must be seen as a gift given by God
i. Salvation as a gift
ii. Righteousness as a gift
iii. Faith as a gift (Ephesians 2:8)
3. Saving faith must look to Christ, and it does:
1) Saving faith looks to Christ on the cross.
2) Saving faith looks to Christ in the resurrection and exaltation.
4. Saving faith responds to sovereign grace in operation.
1) Grace calls us.
2) Grace changes us.
3) Grace opens the door for our response.
4) Grace enables us to walk through the door.




Characteristics of Saving Faith

Saving faith is humble in spirit.

Saving faith is informed by God’s truth and enlivened by God’s Spirit
Saving faith is focused on Christ.

Saving faith depends upon the saving work of Christ.

Saving faith is joyful and thankful.

Saving faith is a fruit of regeneration.

Saving faith manifests itself in action.

Saving faith is permanent but dynamic.
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Disclaimers concerning Saving Faith
1. Saving faith is not a work of righteousness.
2. Saving faith is not to human credit.
3. Saving faith is not momentary temporal emotion.

Cautions and Suggestions concerning Saving Faith (to Christians)
1. Nurture your faith.
2. Focus your faith.
3. Live out your faith.
4. Grow strong in your faith.

Wayne Grudem defines saving faith as, “Saving faith is trust in Jesus Christ as a living person for
forgiveness of sins and for eternal life with God.”
1. Saving faith is personal trust.
a. | personally believe the gospel about Jesus Christ.
b. Ipersonally apply the offer of God in the gospel to my personal life.
c. | personally rest my eternal destiny on the truthfulness of the gospel of Christ.
d. | personally will live my life as though | am living out my faith every day.
2. Saving faith isin Jesus Christ as a living person.
a. The living Christ died for me.
b. The dying Christ lives for me.
c. Theliving Christ takes the merits of His atoning death and applies them for me.
3. Saving faith results in: (every redemptive promise God makes in Christ is consequence to faith)
a. Forgiveness of sins
b. Eternal life with God

John 3:16 “Whoever believes in Him”
Hebrews 11:1 “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the evidence of things unseen.”
Hebrews 11:6 “Without faith, it is impossible to please God.”

1. Faith believes what God has said.

2. Faith rests its trust on what God has said.

3. Faith depends on God in view of what He has said.



John Owen (quoted by J. I. Packer in “Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God”. P. 104) said, “This is
somewhat of the word which He now speaks unto you: Why will ye die? Why will ye perish? Why will ye
not have compassion on your own souls? Can your hearts endure, or can your hands be strong, in the day
of wrath that is approaching? (The Lord says) Look unto Me, and be saved; come unto Me, and | will ease
you of all your sins, sorrows, fears, burdens, and give rest to your souls. Come, | entreat you; lay aside all
procrastinations, all delays; put Me off no more; eternity lies at the door...”

1. Note the yearning emphasis in this quote; God is calling to the sinner.

2. Also note the callto respond in faith and belief in this quote. We must change our minds and

come to Christ.

Grudem describes the location of faith as being in the heart when he says:
“This personal decision to place my trust in Christ is something done with my heart, the central
faculty of my entire being that makes commitments for me as a whole person.” This is similar to
what Paul said in Romans 10:10:
“For with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness...”

2 Corinthians 5:7 “We walk by faith and not by sight”



