Christian Logic Class 2
Class 2 God, Humanity, and Logic

God, Humanity, and Logic: Overview and Scope
In this lecture, we will investigate the ideas of the essential and intrinsic relationship between logic and
the nature of God, along with logic and the nature of humanity in its created image of God. As we
investigate these two important topics, we will be forming the foundation of the necessity of logic in
our understanding of God and ourselves, leading us to establish a basis for building our lives on logic as
Christians. We can further come to better realize how we can and ought to live logically in our lives as a
reflection of God’s will and purpose for us. | am hoping that as we think on these things, we will see a
correlation between logic, biblical teaching, and common sense.

1. The Nature of God and Logic: God is Logical!
a. Godis a God of order
1 Corinthians 14:33 “For God is not a God of confusion but of peace”
1 Corinthians 14:40 “All things must be done properly and in an orderly manner”

Divine orderliness and the Trinity (simple notation of this fact)
Trinitarian essence
God’s attributes (divine nature and being) are logical and non-
contradictory (God is inherently non-contradictory)

The difference between contradiction and contrast
e Difference is not necessarily contradiction.
e Contrast is not contradiction because it shares the same assumed
essence of truth.

The intra-relationship of divine attributes (within the Godhead)

The mind of God and logic (not random, not arbitrary, not contradictory)
e Everything God thinks is logical
e Everything God says is logical
e Everything God does is logical
e Therefore: To know some intrinsic nature of God, we must
understand logic, without which we cannot truly understand God.

Trinitarian relationship (a summary)
The primary point here is that God is orderly in His holy person in the
Trinity (see attributes below). The relationship of the Godhead is such
that throughout eternity the Holy Trinity demonstrates logic in all
relational aspects of His existence. There is no randomness and
everything is well thought through. This means that logic is essential to
knowing God, understanding God, and having a relationship with God.

Trinitarian redemption (an overview)
In this consideration, we can think helpfully about how logical God is in
the conception of redemption and its application in human experience.



Redemption is conceived and planned logically (the Father).
Redemption is achieved logically (the Son).
Redemption is applied logically (the Spirit).
Experiential conviction
Experiential conversion (based on regeneration)
Experiential sanctification
Experiential joy (continued contemplation — next point)
Logic and regeneration
Logic and adoption
Logic and divine promises
Logic and the coming kingdom

Logic concerning redemption (and every other contemplation of
transcendence) does not imply total understanding of that which
is and can be known; however, revelation is clear on the points
God wants understood, and humans must seek to understand God
and redemption through the clear teaching of the Scripture.

b. Divine orderliness and creation (logic as seen in creation)
Genesis 1:2-3 “The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface, then
God said, ‘Let there be light’, and there was light...God separated the light from the
darkness. God called the light day, and the darkness He called night. And there was evening
and there was morning, one day.”

Note: See the good organization and structure God created out of nothingness and
darkness.

Throughout the description of creation in the Book of Genesis there is order. All plant life,
all animal life, and human life find order and meaning in God’s creative act.

Genesis 2:15 “Then the Lord God took the man and put him into the
garden of Eden to cultivate and keep it.”
Logical tending of God’s creation

Genesis 2:16-17 (note the logic in God’s command) “The Lord God
commanded the man, saying, ‘From any tree of the garden you may eat
freely but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die” (cause and
effect)

Genesis 2:18 (note the logic contained in God’s creation of woman) “The
Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone; | will make him a
helper suitable for him.”

Summary: In every aspect of creation, God includes logic in what He does and what He says.
As a result, there is an implied value associated with orderliness and logical consideration of
things. God is not arbitrary or random.



c. God’s providential intervention and logic (overview of logic and divine providence)
i. God’s providential secret will
e The secret will of God is that divine will not revealed in Scripture.
e The secret will of God is that divine will manifest in history and life experience.
e The secret will of God is that divine will outside of our capacity to know.

ii. God’s revealed will and the human mind
e God’s revealed will is seen in the teachings of the Scripture.
e God’s revealed will in Scripture is inerrant, authoritative, sufficient, and
understandable.
e The human mind is created to know the will of God as revealed by God; sin
destroys this ability, although the capacity remains in the human mind.

d. God’s kingdom and logic
i. Logical sovereignty and authority
God’s transcendent being
Christ’s resurrection authority
God’s kingdom will

ii. Logical morality (God’s law is a moral law)
The logic of morality and doctrine
The logic of morality and goodness (the expressed nature and activity of God)
The logic of morality and divine authority

iii. Logic of God’s love (logic rightly perceives the essential essence of God in love and
rightly applies it in keeping with Scripture to God'’s teaching in Scripture and activity in
the world)

Summary: If God is logical and orderly, and if man is created in God’s image, then humanity is
essentially embedded with the same need for logic and order. We cannot rightly understand
God, truth, and goodness without logic. See next point.

2. The image of God in humanity and logic
a. God and redeemed humanity interacting
i. Increation God established relationship with humans.
ii. Humans relate to God on the basis of creation (image of God).
iii. This involves mental and emotional relationship with God.
iv. Sin broke this relationship.
v. Redemption restores this relationship.
b. The human mind and human logic
Luke 1:3 “an orderly account”
Acts 11:4 “explained at length to them in an orderly sequence”

The mind and sourcing of ideas

e The source of information

e The logic of contemplation based on certainty
The mind and sequence of ideas in a coherent fashion



e Understanding the core idea of a thing
e Understanding the linked ideas to the core
The mind and cause and effect
e Whatis causal?
e What is parallel but unconnected?
The mind and language
e The meaning of words
e The understanding of words in syntactical usage

The mind and ideas
e |deas as separate from mental perception
e |deas and the conveyance of ideas in words
e |deas in experiential engagement

c. The affections of the heart
Logical relationship of the heart with life
The heart and life’s joy and meaning (fulfillment)
The heart and life’s guidance
The heart and life’s social structure

Logical relationship of the heart with the mind
Objectivity guiding subjectivity
Subjectivity and emotionalism
The mind and self-control

Logical relationship of the heart with fellowship with God
Logic and loving God
Logic and worshiping God
Logic and enjoying God
Logic and obeying God

d. The image of God and the pre-fallen humanity
Pre-fallen humanity, innocence, and relationship with God
Pre-fallen humanity and the social structure
Pre-fallen humanity and the actualization of the mind
Pre-fallen intellectual capacity
Pre-fallen mental understanding and cognition

e. Fallen humanity, the image of God, and logic

What is the effect on the inner life of a person when sin becomes an intrinsic component
of what we are? This is an unconscious impact of sinfulness on the image of God in our
souls, our minds, our affections, and our lives. Let’s look at this in three ways (discussion
of each follows the listing below):

1. Mental twisting

2. Prejudicial preference

3. Damaged emotion that dominates



Sin, the mind, and twisted logic (rationality) (human psychology)
Sin changes the mind’s focus and perception of life:

Sin and human self-perception / self-centered

Sin and human perception of God

Sin and human social perception and interaction
Envy
Jealousy
Predisposed to antagonism
Rejection and Hatred

Sin changes the mind’s submission
Sin changes the mind’s process
Sin changes the mind’s baseline

This is illogical because:

It denies God’s exalted position and authority.

It denies God’s absolute truth.

It elevates self to the status of idolatry.

It establishes a false paradigm for mental contemplation and
understanding.
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Sin and prejudicial preference
Sin causes the heart to form a false frame for a baseline and pre-judge

Sin turns personal preference and opinion into demands

Sin establishes a false “rightness” that includes wrong as right and punishes
others who do not agree

This is illogical because:
a. It substitutes self for God.
It substitutes selfish thinking for God'’s truth.
It centers reality on the individual (or preferred group) instead of God and
true reality.

Sin and damaged emotions (sin fueling damaged emotions creates havoc)
Sin makes us use damaged emotions as a rational for sin; a diagnosis becomes a
reason for non-obedience to God
Sin makes us see ourselves as deserving good and not judgment
Sin makes damaged unhealed emotion as weapons against people
Sin turns damaged unhealed emotion into bitterness against God
This is illogical because:

a. Sin turns our hurts into a justification for our sin; takes damaged
emotions as the platform on which we continue to sin.



b. Sin turns our hurts into a weapon against other people.
c. Sin turns our hurts into a hatred of God.

Sin and resistance to God (spiritual impact of sin that destroys created logic)
Illogical antagonism of God
a. Antagonism of God because of heart bias against God
b. Antagonism of God because of hatred of God
1) Hatred of God because of God’s authority
2) Hatred of God because of God’s righteousness
3) Hatred of God because of God’s demands
Illogical rejection of God'’s law
a. Rejection of God'’s law because of God’s authority over us in law
b. Rejection of God’s law because of the purity of God’s law
c. Rejection of God'’s law because of our sinful demand for autonomy
Illogical understanding of human self as created by God
a. Rebels reject creation because of self-centered sinful autonomy
b. Rebels reject creation because of self-determined destiny

Conclusion: Tonight we must take the following ideas with us as we go home.
1. That which is logical to us may not be logical to God.
Logic is not determined by what we think makes sense.
Logic has an objectivity and a sense of absolutism to it.
Illogic which is treated as logic becomes the foundation for all sorts of error and wrong.
We must use logic in an appropriate way to understand who God is.
a. How do we do this in Bible study?
b. How do we do this in an ethical decision-making paradigm?
c. How do we do this in relationships?
d. How do we do this in society building?
6. How we understand ourselves explains how we view God and determines how we treat each other.
a. We must use logic in an appropriate way to understand ourselves.
b. We must understand ourselves in right relationship to how we view God.
c. Right relationships with other people depends totally on how we view God and our ourselves
under God'’s authority.
7. There is no development of human flourishing without these things.
a. We will not develop our proper humanity without a right understanding of God.
b. We will not develop a right understanding of sin without a right understanding of God.
c. We will not develop a right perception of life’s solutions without God’s authority, our submission
to God’s authority, and a surrender to the authority of God’s Word.
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